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Lightness is one of the key features in a wheelchair -

however light wheelchairs are expensive and therefore

not available for everybody who would benefit from

using one.

In this project I worked with the new and innovative

manufacturing technique of bending carbon-reinforced-

plastic. This allows to combine the strength and

lightness of carbon fibre with the rather simple and inexpensive

technique of bending - resulting in “Watson”

a very light yet affordable wheelchair.

Apart from wheelchairs that appear either sporty or

technical there are no options to choose from for the

user. Common wheelchair design widely ignores the

lifestyle or social aspirations of the users and rather

focuses on the technical performance of the thing as

an aid.

Watson provides a new approach and takes the social

situation and the emotional user-wheelchair relationship

in consideration. The appearance of it is simplified

and discreet though elegant in detail and affords

the user to be in focus. So it becomes a personal object

rather than an anonymous medical aid.
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